Great location,
great views,
great stay

Welcome to
Winchester
House
Winchester House in Shanklin is a great
base from which to explore the Isle of Wight.
With sweeping cliff top views across Hope
Bay, easy access to many island attractions
and great transport links, Winchester
House is the perfect place for any group.
For over 10 years, we have been providing
thousands of children and young people
with experiences they will never forget.
The ability to accommodate over 100 people across
three separate wings makes us a unique setting for
all types of groups. So whatever type of stay you
are looking for, we have an option for you, whether
you are looking to bring a school group of 100, a
community group of 50 or a family of 20. We offer full
board, half board and accommodation only options.

There are many reasons for
selecting the YMCA for your
school or group trip:

•		Customer Services 95% of customers rated
us as good or excellent (2015)
•		Location Stunning cliff top location between
Sandown and Shanklin, and within convenient
reach of the island’s main attractions
•		Transport links A short drive from the ferry ports,
and convenient for train and bus links
•		Reduced ferry travel Discounted car and coach
ferry travel with Wightlink and Red Funnel

For more information visit our website or call our sales team,
who would love to assist you in creating your perfect visit

• Accommodation 3 self-contained wings
accommodating up to 119 guests in comfortable 		
bunk bed style rooms

• Activities The Isle of Wight offers a comprehensive and
varied range of activities and we can help you put together
a programme. We also offer on-site self led activities

• Catering Healthy and nutritious meals catering for all 		
dietary needs

• Great value Opportunities at affordable prices

• Lounges Our 2 largest wings have their own private 		
lounges, and we have other rooms available to hire
• Flexibility Visits from just one night
• Our staff Friendly, approachable, versatile

• Year round We are open all year round, including
Christmas
• Parking Free on-site parking including coaches.
Our experience means we understand the amount of
organisation required for a perfect school or group trip.
We are here to assist you in planning your visit.

For more information visit our website
or call
our sales
team,
Call
01489
785228
who would love to assist you in creating your perfect visit

or visit www.ymca-fg.org

Accommodation

“As alway
s, the ho
was clea
use
n and inv
iting thro
the childr
ughout,
en often
referred
to the ho
use as ‘h
conversa
ome’ dur
ing
tions, wh
ic
h speaks
for how
volumes
they reg
arded th
eir visit.”
St M
ary’s
Primary
S cho ol

Catholic

Winchester House is a welcoming school and group
accommodation centre for between 20 – 119 in a
mixture of bunk-bedded, twin and single rooms,
across 3 separate wings. The secure accommodation
is located on the first floor of the building with
the ground floor occupied by a
children’s day nursery,
function rooms and
YMCA offices.

• 3 wings with security coded doors
• Comfortable, private lounges
• Bunk-bedded, twin and single rooms
• Separate leaders rooms
• 2 en-suite leaders rooms
• Spacious dining hall
• Pleasant one acre grounds
The Veranda and North Wings are
equipped with comfortable, private
lounges. Limited additional rooms
are available for classrooms or other
sessions.
All groups staying at Winchester
House benefit from full or half board
provision of tasty, balanced meals.
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Our residential package information is available
on our website or by calling our sales team

Ground floor

First floor

Call 01489 785228 or visit www.ymca-fg.org

Confidence in us
Our friendly staff at YMCA Winchester House work hard to
ensure the health, safety and welfare of both individuals
and groups visiting our site. We pay particular attention to
the needs of children and young people by ensuring that
government health and safety guidelines and legislation
are adhered to and monitored by designated personnel.

Staff

Fire safety

YMCA Winchester House has a
comprehensive child protection
policy and as part of this, all staff are
enhanced DBS checked.

In accordance with the Regulatory
Reform (Fire Safety) Order 2005,
all of our buildings, including our
accommodation, have been risk
assessed for fire safety.

First aid

To ensure that groups are aware of
what to do in the event of a fire, a
practice fire drill is held on the day of
arrival.

Our core staff team including all our
nursery nurses are first aid trained.
First aid kits are available at various
places across the site.

Insurance
YMCA Winchester House has public
liability insurance cover for up to
£10 million. We recommend that
all groups carefully consider our
booking conditions for group visits
and follow the guidelines of their
Local Educational Authority or other
governing body regarding personal
accident, travel insurance and
cancellation cover.

Our residential package information is available
on our website or by calling our sales team
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Site risk
assessment
Our site is risk assessed and our
staff will ensure that your time spent
with us is carried out in accordance
with the risk assessment. If as group
leader, you would like to carry out
your own risk assessments for your
visit to Winchester House, please
contact us to arrange a suitable time
to visit prior to your stay.

Catering
We are proud to offer tasty, nutritious
meals, with all food freshly prepared
on site by our dedicated catering
team. This means that we can cater
for all dietary requirements
• Full board school and group
accommodation rates include first
meal as dinner on the arrival day,
with the last meal breakfast on
departure day; further meals such
as lunch on the day of departure
can be included at an additional
cost.
• Half board rates include first meal
as dinner on day of arrival and
last meal as breakfast on day of
departure. No lunches are included
in this rate.

Common room
One of the great things that we can
offer, that you won’t get in a hostel or
other island based accommodation, is
the use of generous common rooms.
Our spaces range in size from cosy
classrooms, and a scenic sunroom,
to more spacious meeting or event
rooms for up to 80 people. Our
versatility means rooms can be
adapted to suit your requirements.
Our separate Chapel also offers
a great performance space, so
whatever your needs talk to our team.

Call 01489 785228 or visit www.ymca-fg.org
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Isle of
Wight
What the island has to offer
Schools & Groups - with a 40km x 20km outdoor
classroom, there is more on the Isle of Wight to enjoy and
learn than a single trip will allow which means you’ll need
to return again and again.
From beaches to botanical gardens, Roman remains to
dinosaurs, a Royal Palace to a scholar’s inspiration, there
is a wide selection of educational and leisure attractions
to suit any theme.
If you are looking for activities, the Island has so much to
offer – from stunning cycle routes to miles of footpaths. Not
to mention over 100km of beautiful coastline and some
great water-based activities.
Situated off the south coast of England and less than two
hours from London, via ferry, this sought after holiday
destination is the Dinosaur Capital of Great Britain. The
Isle of Wight is the perfect destination at any time of year
regardless of group size or the reason for your visit.

Cowes
Ryde

Yarmouth

Newport
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Shanklin

For more information visit our website or call our sales team,
who would love to assist you in creating your perfect visit
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How to get to us
Winchester House is located on the clifftop
between the seaside towns of Shanklin
and Sandown. Overlooking Hope Bay, it
provides the perfect setting for school and
group accommodation, and a great place
to access all island locations.
• On foot The cliff top path beside the property is a
15 minute walk from Shanklin town centre and a 20
minute stroll to Sandown. Directly outside the rear of
the house is a walkway and steps leading down to the
beach, ideal for an early morning stroll (not suitable for
pushchairs or wheelchairs).

• By bus There is a bus stop directly outside the
front of the grounds which is on the main island
bus circuit operated by Southern Vectis.

• By train Lake Train station is just a 15 minute
walk from the house; the island has a train line
operating from Ryde Pier Head to Shanklin
which stops at Lake twice every hour. If you
are travelling on the mainland by train, you can
purchase a ticket directly to Lake Station which
will include a foot passenger boat journey from
Portsmouth harbour to Ryde Pier Head. For more
information visit South West Trains website.

• By road The Isle of Wight is accessible via
ferry from a number of ports – Wightlink operate
vehicle ferry services from Portsmouth to
Fishbourne, and from Lymington to Yarmouth,
plus a foot passenger service from Portsmouth
to Ryde. Red Funnel operates a vehicle ferry
from Southampton to East Cowes and a foot
passenger service from Southampton to Cowes.
Hovertravel also provide a foot passenger
service from Southsea to Ryde.

• Travel YMCA guests receive discounts on car
and coach travel on vehicle ferry crossings with
Wightlink and Red Funnel. Please ask us for
more details.

Call 01489 785228 or visit www.ymca-fg.org

About us
YMCA Fairthorne Group is a registered
charity and we are proud to be part of the
longest-running youth charity in the world.
Our mission is to ‘champion and add value
to young lives by providing experiences that
challenge, enable and develop
the individual.’

Membership

As a community charity we add value to the
lives of over 40,000 children, young people
and their families across Hampshire and the
Isle of Wight every year. Our fees help us pay
for essential services such as supporting
young people at risk of homelessness,
children who have been bereaved and young
carers, so by choosing to book with us
you are supporting young people and their
families in your local community.

•		Volunteering
•		Fundraising
•		Advocacy

Whether you are new to the YMCA or you’ve been coming to
us for decades; whether you visit us every day, once a month,
or only a few times a year, YMCA membership is for you.
Through membership of the YMCA Community, families
will have a greater sense of ownership and belonging.
Becoming a member offers you access to the following:
• Discounts
• Member events
• Have your say

To find out more about becoming a member visit
our website.

Volunteering
All gifts are welcome but donating isn’t just about giving
money – there are many ways you can help. Volunteers are
essential to all areas of our charity and there are plenty of
opportunities to donate your time and skills.
To help and get involved with our volunteering opportunities
give us a call or email volunteering@ymca-fg.org

Daycamps
The YMCA has been delivering Daycamps to children during
school holidays for over 35 years, offering thousands of
children fantastic experiences and lasting memories.
Here at YMCA Winchester House we have something to
offer every child, including a variety of themes and activities
running every day of each school holiday.

For more information please visit
our website or call our sales team

Childcare
Our Shanklin Nursery based at Winchester House delivers
a high standard of flexible childcare for children aged 4
months to 5 years. The nursery boasts plenty of indoor and
outdoor space, with large playrooms and a secure garden,
focussing on providing a natural environment to explore.
Our experienced and highly trained staff team promote the
importance of care, play-based learning, healthy eating and
time spent outdoors. We also offer nursery care at
St Mary’s Nursery in Newport.

Community activities
The things that bring us together are our sense of
community, the various roles that we play across the
different communities on the Isle of Wight, plus the
community we have created here at Winchester House.
We offer a variety of community events for all the family
throughout the year. All our events are available on
our website.

Young Carers

Wellbeing

Our team support over 300 young carers across the
Isle of Wight, helping them to meet others in a similar
situation, to listen to them if they want to talk and to offer
advice and support at home or at school. They also help
to arrange breaks for carers away from their responsibilities
and provide respite activities, letting them have some fun.
To contact our Young Carers team call them on
01983 861071 or email iowyoungcarers@ymca-fg.org

All of our counselling services are for those aged 0-18 years
(or in some cases 0-19 with a disability) and our services
are designed to support children, young people and their
families with a range of mental health concerns or a need for
support following medical diagnosis, or bereavement. Our
services are provided by qualified and registered therapists
who adhere to NHS national guidance and best practice.
Call our wellbeing team on 01983 861072 or email
wellbeing@ymca-fg.org

Call 01489 785228 or visit www.ymca-fg.org
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Fairthorne Manor
YMCA Fairthorne Manor, also part of YMCA Fairthorne Group,
offers a unique activity venue in the heart of the Hampshire
countryside. With sweeping grounds, mature woodland, a
lake and access to the upper reaches of the River Hamble,
we guarantee an experience you’ll never forget.
We pride ourselves on offering a wide range of activities suitable
for all ages, providing opportunities to develop new skills, build
confidence, work together and make better decisions.
We can guarantee an action packed programme of activities year
round, which will have you wanting to return again and again.
There are many reasons for choosing
the YMCA for your school or group trip:

• Flexibility Visit for a day, a night
or for several weeks.

• Location With over 111 acres we
benefit from a combination of open
fields, mature woodland, streams,
a lake, and access to the upper
reaches of the River Hamble.

•		Our staff Friendly, approachable
and fully trained.

• Transport links Just off the M27,
with convenient rail links
• Accommodation Indoor
accommodation for up to 174 in
bunk style, or camp – with over
200 spaces, in out pre-erected tent
villages.
• Catering Healthy, tasty and
nutritious meals prepared onsite for
all dietary requirements.
• Lounges Our Heald House
accommodation features communal
areas on each floor, with other
rooms also available for hire.

•		Activities A range of on-site
instructor led activities.
•		Great value Opportunities at
affordable prices.
•		Year round service
We are open throughout the
year (except Christmas).
•		Free Parking On-site parking
for cars and coaches.
•		Our reputation Many
schools and groups return
to us regularly year after year.
Our experience means we
understand the amount of
organisation required for a perfect
school or group trip, so contact us
and we’ll help you plan your trip.

For more information visit our website or call our sales team,
who would love to assist you in creating your perfect visit
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Call 01489 785228 or visit www.ymca-fg.org

Venue hire
Whether you are looking for a team building
facility, a conference room, a wedding venue or
somewhere to hold a party we have lots of different
room options available. Our helpful team are on
hand to ensure your event runs successfully.

Corporate events

Celebrations

• Support up to 100 delegates

• Sit down style for up to 80 people

• Conference facilities, including
presentation equipment

• Fully licensed bar

• Free wifi

• Catering packages to suit all
requirements

• Tables & chairs

• Free on-site parking

• Catering packages to suit all
requirements
• Free on-site parking
• Layout flexibility – boardroom,
classroom, theatre, cabaret style

For more information visit our website or call our sales team,
who would love to assist you in creating your perfect visit
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For full details visit our website

www.ymca-fg.org
Telephone: 01489 785228
Keep up to date with all our latest news and events.

YMCA Isle of Wight
@YMCAIOW
For further information, contact us at;
YMCA Isle of Wight, Winchester House,
Sandown Road, Shanklin,
Isle of Wight PO37 6HT

Satnav: PO37 6HT
YMCA Fairthorne Group is a charity and its mission is to champion and add value to young lives by providing experiences that challenge,
enable and develop the individual. YMCA Fairthorne Group is a company limited by guarantee in England and Wales, Company Number
4336719, Registered Charity Number 1090981. Registered Office: Fairthorne Manor, Curdridge, Southampton, SO30 2GH.

Welcoming
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