Fundraising
Pack

Welcome to YMCA
You are amazing. By picking up this pack, you are starting on a
journey towards doing something incredible for thousands of
local people across Hampshire and Isle of Wight.
When you put your unique skills, talents and interests to use and
fundraise with us, you will be making positive change straight into
local communities like yours.

In this pack you will find inspiration, ideas and stories to help you
on your journey.
We hope you have lots of fun and, on behalf of the communities
we work with, thank you.

Over 40,000 people
across Hampshire and Isle of Wight supported to achieve
happy, healthy lives each year

Together we can achieve so much more

Make a difference
Everybody should have the opportunity to lead
happy, healthy lives.
Thanks to you, we are able to work with communities
across Hampshire and Isle of Wight supporting
people of all ages and backgrounds to thrive.

Kickstart your own unique fundraiser and you will
be making a difference to thousands of local
children,
young
people,
families
and
communities.
Your support can:
• Give a vulnerable young person a supportive
home and a fresh start
• Provide local friendly spaces for those
experiencing loneliness to spend time

• Ensure young carers have access to exciting
respite activities
• Make sure children with additional needs have
the support they need to take part in inspiring
outdoor activities

• Provide community breakfasts for families
experiencing financial hardship
• And much more
Read Kaspar and Jack’s stories on the next page
to find out how your support can make a real
difference.

Together for happy, healthy lives…
Jack’s Story
Six year old Jack was referred to
YMCA’s Young Carer Service.
He helped look after his mum,
who suffered with various
complex medical conditions,
and helped his dad, who
struggled
with
learning
difficulties.
With mum unable to leave the
house and dad unable to
manage public transport, Jack
was very isolated. Things were
especially difficult when Jack’s
mum was admitted to hospital
and they ended up with no food
in the house, no money, or way
to get to the shops. With our
support, they were able to get
the food they needed.
Jack was thrilled to come to a
local theme park with us during
the summer holidays. He told us
that, “this is just the third time
I’ve been out over the holidays,
the other times were to the
supermarket with Nan.”

Kaspar’s Story
“When I was 16 or so, I became
homeless. I ended up on the
street, and involving myself with
people I shouldn’t be involving
myself with. When you hang out
with these people you think,
“Yeah, they’re homeless, they
know what they’re doing, I’m
safe with these people,” but you
don’t realise they’re dragging
you down even more.
At that point in my life, I didn’t
have a future. I thought I was
going to be on the street
forever.
At the YMCA I’ve been able to
really grow and make my own
decisions. Now, I’m doing my
two
years
of
Animal
Management and hope to go to
Uni afterwards. I know it sounds
really cheesy, but I’m now
following my childhood dream!
I’m very excited for the future.”

What’s your fundraising style?
Host an event
Be it a fashion show, a
comedy open-mic night,
auction or a Battle of the
Bands, an event full of
entertainment and local talent
can be a great way to bring
the community together and
raise funds.

Take it online
Use your social media networks
to inspire people to give
online. Can you set up a
crowdfunder? Nominate a
friend for an online challenge?
Or can you host a charity eBay
sale?
The possibilities are endless.

Challenge
yourself
Marathon? Sky dive? Or world’s
longest knit-a-thon? Whatever
your fancy, challenge yourself
to push the boundaries of what
you thought yourself capable
of with a fundraising challenge.
Psst – Visit our website to see what preorganised challenges are available.

Workplace
giving

Get your colleagues involved
with a workplace fundraiser. It
could be a fancy dress day, a
team challenge or even a car
wash.
Psst - If your company wants more
information about working with us, get
in touch to discuss Corporate
Partnerships.

Every fundraising activity is as unique as
the person behind it. Here are some ideas
to help inspire your next adventure.

Run a sale
Need a good excuse for a
clear-out? Or a reason to test
out some new recipes and
ideas?
Be it a jumble, bake, craft or
any other type – a sale is
bound to go down a treat!

Stuck for ideas?
Stick to what you know. Try to
think about the hobbies you
already do and the talents you
already have – can you
creatively use these to raise
money for a good cause?

1)

Set a date and find a venue (if you
need one). Is there a particular date or
time of year that would be best for your
activity? Is the venue appropriate and
accessible for the people you want to
attend?

2)

3)

Set a target. Setting a realistic

fundraising target can be a really helpful
way to keep your plans on track and
motivate people to support you. How
much do you plan on raising?

Finalise the details. How will you be

collecting money? Will you need to recruit
some helpers to support you? Do people
have to sign up, is it going to be a ticketed
event? Are any licences or other
permissions required?

…………………………………………………………………

Setting up your fundraiser

So you’ve got your brilliant idea, but what’s next?
Here are some practical tips to take your fundraising
idea to planning perfection.

4)

Set up a fundraising and/or event
page. Find us at Just Giving

(justgiving.com/ymca-fg) and set up your
own fundraising page where people can
donate to your fundraiser hassle-free.
If you are planning an event you can also
set up an event page online through
Facebook.

5)

Event Plan. If you’re planning an event, it
is a good idea to come up with a plan for
the day.

This can include: Key contacts, set-up and
pack-up times, names and responsibilities
of your helpers, cash handling
procedures, any health and safety notes.

6)

Spread the word and start
fundraising!

Spread the word
Word of mouth
Share your exciting news
with friends, families and
colleagues. Be sure to let
them know how they can get
involved and ask them to
support you by sharing with
their friends too.

Events listings
Getting your event listed in
local directories can help you
reach out to the community.
See what listings and events
calendars you can find online,
at community groups or in
local magazines.

Posters and
flyers

Design a few nice flyers and
posters to catch people’s
eyes. You could try asking
local businesses if they’re
happy for you to put them up
in windows to help you
promote your fundraiser.

Contact local
media
Planning a particularly big or
unique fundraising activity? Get
in touch with local newspapers,
radio stations to let them know
what you’re doing.
Psst – We have a handy press
release template you can use, let
us know if you’d like a copy.

Use social
media
Get the word out through
Facebook, Twitter, Instagram
and wherever else you are
online. You can try finding
relevant groups and hashtags to
help increase your reach.
Psst – Don’t forget to follow us and
tag us in all your fundraising posts!

After the event
Time for celebrations!
And a chance to thank all
your generous donors
and helpers.
We can’t wait to hear all about your
event and how much you raised. You
should aim to submit your money
within one month of the event. Contact
us if you need any advice.

Contact us
We can’t wait to hear all about your exciting fundraising
plans, and are available to help you along the way.

02382 140640

fundraising@ymca-fg.org

Find out about more exciting ways to involved at YMCA by
donating, volunteering or participating in our annual
fundraising events by visiting our website:

www.ymca-fg.org

@YMCAFairthorneGroup

@ymcafg
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Sponsorship Form
My name:

I am raising money in aid of YMCA Fairthorne Group to support local
people of Hampshire and Isle of Wight to lead healthy, happy lives.

What I’m doing and when:

Full name

Home address

Postcode

i.e. John Smith

My house, my street, my town My postcode

Amount

Gift
Aid*

£20

Date Paid

23/12/19

Hear more
from
YMCA?**

Total donations received:
*If I have ticked the box headed ‘Gift Aid’, I confirm that I am a UK Income or Capital Gains taxpayer. I have read this statement
and want YMCA Fairthorne Group to reclaim tax on the donation detailed above, given on the date shown. I understand that if I
pay less Income Tax/or Capital Gains Tax than the amount of Gift Aid claimed on all my donations to charities and CASCs in
the current tax year it is my responsibility to pay any difference. I understand the charity will reclaim 25p on every £1 that I have
given. Please let us know if you want to cancel the declaration, change your name and/or address or no longer pay sufficient
tax on your Income and/or Capital Gains.
**Please tick the ‘Hear more from YMCA?’ column if you would like to hear from us by post. You can change the way you hear
from us at any time by emailing fundraising@ymca-fg.org. Find out more in our Privacy Policy at www.ymca-fg.org.

Thank you for your support
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