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SEND IMPACT FACT SHEET 

YMCA FAIRTHORNE GROUP – HAMPSHIRE & ISLE OF WIGHT 

OUR REACH 

• Supporting over 1,300 children across our early years’ settings. 
• Inclusive Classroom Profile embedded across six Hampshire settings. 
• Expansion of Fairthorne nursery (Spring 2026) increasing capacity to 177 places. 
• 500+ children with physical disabilities enabled to access outdoor activities at Fairthorne 

Manor through specialist equipment. 

REGIONAL PRESSURES & CONTEXT 

• In Hampshire, more than 18,000 children and young people are recorded as having SEND 
under an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP)  

• Isle of Wight figures show over 4,300 children and young people with SEND, with around 
1,780 holding an EHC plan, and 22.4% of children at mainstream schools identified with 
SEND.  

• Local authorities across the region continue to report sustained pressure on high needs 
budgets due to rising demand and complex needs.  

NATIONAL CONTEXT 

• In England overall, around 1.7 million children are identified as having SEND, representing 
roughly 18% of all pupils.  

• Of these, approximately 638,700 children and young people have an active EHC plan 
(January 2025), with numbers increasing year on year.  

• Nationwide trends show the proportion of pupils requiring SEN support or an EHC plan 
has continued to rise, reflecting broader pressures on early years and education settings.  

TRENDS IN EARLY YEARS SUPPORT 

• National data demonstrates a rising pattern of SEND support being recorded in early 
years, with nearly one fifth of nursery pupils recorded with SEND support or an EHC plan. 

OUR APPROACH 

• Whole team SEND commitment embedded across all early years’ settings. 
• Ongoing SEND training and professional development for staff. 
• Sensory-aware classroom environments designed to support diverse needs. 
• Purpose-built calm and nurturing spaces (Squirrels expansion to open Spring 2026). 
• Early intervention focus aligned to our 2022–2027 organisational strategy. 
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OUR COMMITMENT 

• Inclusion actively embedded in everyday practice. 
• Continued investment in accessible facilities, equipment, environments and staff training. 
• Partnership with families, local authorities and stakeholders to support each child’s 

individual journey. 
• Contributing to broader discussions on SEND reform and local service provision in 

Hampshire and the Isle of Wight. 


